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- An ACT for founding a college at Chefter-town.

Preamble. " YHEREAS inftitutions for the liberal education of youth in gl:;: princi-
./ ples of virtue, knowledge, and ufeful literature, are of the higheft be-
) r to raife up and perpetuate a fucceffion of able’
and honeft men, for difchargy e various offices and duties of the community,
both civil and religious, 'with ‘ufefulnefs and reputation, and fuch inftitutions of
learning have accordingly merited and received the attention and encouragement
of the wifeft and beft regulated ftates : And whercas former legiflatures of this
ftate have, according to their beft abilities, laid a confiderable foundation in this
- good work, in fundry ‘laws for the eftablifhment and encouragement of county
fchools, for the ftudy of Latin, Greek, writing, and the like, intending, as their
future circumftances might permit, to engraft or raife, on the foundation of faid
fehools, more extenfive femmaries of learning, by ere&ing one or more &olleges,
or places of univerfal ftudy, not-only in the learned languages, but in philofophy,
divinity, law, phyfic, and other ufeful and ornamental arts andifciences : And
whereas this great and laudable undertaking hath been retarded by fundry inci-
~  dents of a public nature, but chiefly by the great difficulty of fixing a fituation
on either fhore of this flate for a feminary .of univerfal learning, which might be
~of equal benefit and convenience to the youth of both fhores ; -and it having been
reprefented to this general aflembly, ‘that it would probably tend meft to the im-
mediate advancement of literature in this ftate, if the inhabitants of each fhore
fhould be left to confult their own convenience, in founding and freely eadowing
a college or feminary of general learning each for themfelves, under the fin&ion
of law ; which two colleges or feminaries, if ‘thonght ‘moft conducive to the ad-
vancement of learning, religion and good government, may afterwards, by com-
mon confent, when duly founded and endowed, be united under one {upreme le-
giflature and vifitatorial jurifdiction, as diftin@ -branches or members of the fame
ftate univerfity, notwithftanding their diftance of fituation : And whereas Jofeph
Nicholfen, James Anderfon, John Scot, William Boardly, and Peregrine Lethr-
bury, Efquires, William Smith, do&or of divinity, and Benjamin .Chambers,
Efquire, the prefent vifitors of Kent county fchool in the town of Chefter, ‘hive
reprefented to this general aflembly, that the faid fchool hath of late increafed
greatly, by an acceffion of ftudents and fcholars from various parts of the eaftern
thore of this ftate, and the neighbouring Délaware :ftate, there being now about
one hundred and forty -fiudents and fcholars in the faid fchool, and the number
expe&ed foon to increafe to at leaft two hundred ; and that the Latin and Greek
languages, Englith, French, writing, merchants accounts, and the different branches
of the mathematics, are taught in the fame, under a fufficient number of able
and approved maflers ; . that fandry of the ftudents are preparing and defirous to
enter uponacourfe of philafophy, and muft repair to fome other flate, at 3 very
gricvous and -inconvenient expnce, 'to finith their education, unlefs they, the
faid vifitors, -are ~enabled to .enlarge ‘the plan of the faid fchool, by engrafting
thereon a-fpltem of ‘liberal education -in the arts and fciences, and providing se-
eeffary books and apparatus, with-an-additional number of mafters and profeffors ;
and-the faid vifitors have:further exprefied their affurance, that if they were made
capable ‘in law of eredting the faid fchool into-a college or general feminary of
learning for the eaftern fhore, or peninfula between the bays of Chefapeake and
Delaware (maintaining the original defign of the faid {chool as a foundation not
o be violated) -very -confiderable -fitms could be raifed in a few years, within the
faid peninfula, by freciand voluntary contributions, for the eftablithment and fup-
port of fuch feminary, and have accordingly prayed, that a law may be pafied to
enable them, the faid vifitors, to enlarge and improve the faid fchool into a col-
lege, or.place of univerfal dearning, with the ufual privileges: . Now this general
affembly, -taking ‘the faid. petition into their ferious confideration, and being de-
firous to encourage and promote knowledge within this flate, have agreed to
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